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AUSTRALIA 
Patents Act 1990 

PATENT REQUEST: PETTY PATENT 
and 

NOTICE OF ENTITLEMENT 

I being the person identified below as the Applicant, request 
uhe grant of a petty patent to the person ^<^/^t^f.^^^^. ^^^^^^^ 
the Nominated Person, for an invention described in the 
accompanying complete specification, 
.^lull application details follow. 

[71] Applicant: * > Agnes" Caspar 

Address: 17 Geographe Way 

THOKtJLIE WA 6108 

[70] Nominated Person: . Agnes Gaspar , 
Address: . 17 Geographe Way 

THOKNTiIE WA 6108 

[54] Invention Title: A MODUIAR PEI.MET 
[72] Name(s) of actual invento?:{s) : 

Agnes Gaspar 

[74] Address for service in Australia: 

GRIFFITH liACK & CO, , Patent and Trade Mark Attorneys,^ 
256 Adelaide Tee, Perth 6000, Western Australia, 
AUSTRALIA. Attorney Code: HP 

I, Agnes Gaspar , • _ 

of 17 Geographe Way, Thomlie, 6108, ' Western Australia 
being the applicant in respect of this Application, state the 
following:- 

Part 1 - Must be completed for ill applications. 

The person nominated for the grant of the patent:, 
is the actual inventor . ' • 

Drawing number recommended to accompany the abstract Figure 1 , 

Dated this 20th day of July, 1994. 

AGNES gaspar ' 
. ' GRIFFITH BACK a CO. 

Patent Attorney? for and 
on behalf of the Applicant 
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(1 2) PATENT ABRIDGMENT (11) Document NO. AU-B-6861 2/94 

(19) AUSTRALIAN P ATENT OFFICE . (10) Acc^Plgl'^ti^.gi^^ „ 

(Australian Petty Patent) 

{54) Title ' * 

MODULAR PELMET 

Iniernalional Patent Classification(s) 
(51)- A47H 002/00 

(21) Application No. : 68612/94 (22) AppUcaiion Date : 20.07.94 

(43) Publication Date :0S.01 .96 

(45) Publication Date of Granted AppHcalion : 05.01 .95 

(71) Applicant(s) 

AGNES CASPAR 

(72) lhventor{s) 
AGNES CASPAR 

(74) Attorney or Agent 

GRIFFITH HACK & CO. , 256 Adelaide Terrace. PERTH WA 6000 

(55) Prior Art Documents 

AU 462467 30267/71 46.6 

AU 220456 26024/57 46.6 22.5 

AU 156577 14691/52 46.6 

"XSy)' CiaiiTi: 

1. A modular'- geMet for mounting above a window, the 

pelmet comprising: ^ ., 

a pluralil^ir" of releasably engageable modular 
panel elements, each panel element inclyding engaging means 
provided on at least one edge thereof, wherein the engaging 
means of each panel element - is designed to releasably 
engage an edge of an adjacent panel element when assembled 
in the configuration of a pelmet; wherein one or . more of f 
said modular panel elements when assembred.. forms a fascia 
panel and wherein the length of the fascia panel can be 
adjusted , by adding one or more additional modular panel 
elements whereby, ' in use> a selected number of. said 
plurality of panel < elements -rian be assembled to form the 
modular pelmet of a length desighfed to substantially match 
the window. 
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AUSTRALIA 
PATENTS ACT 1990 

COMPLETE SPECJFICATiON FOR A 
PEHY PATENT 



Name of Applicant: 



Agnes Gaspar 



Address of Applicant: 



17 Geographe Way 
THORNLIE WA 6108 



Actual Inventon 
Address for Sen/ice: 



Agnes Gaspar 



Griffitti Hack & Co. 
256 Adelaide Terrace 
PERTH WA 6000 
AUSTRALIA 



Complete Specification for ttie invention entitled: 

A MODULAR PELMET 



The. following Is a full description of this Inventloa Including the best method 
of performing It known to me:- 
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r-^lates to a modular pelmet and 

pelraet for use above a window. 

. -^nTlv used to conceal a curtain or 
^ pelmet is most '^^-^^^ J^^^,,^ supported by a bracket 
blind rail. ..e -^^^^l^^-::^^^ bein. connected 
of the curtaxn or blxnd ^^^^ ^.^^^s serve two 

.o a wall above a w^dow. ^iTs LnZ^.^ to improve tbe 
P— ^'^^''l\r.!^^r.orZ^, .fabric can be 
overall appearance of a curtax ^^^^ tbe pelmet 

into or out of a room through a window. 

a fascia connected at right 
^ pelmet generally comprxses a ^ascx ^ ^ ^^^^ 

angles and extendxng alo^ Tach Id of the fascia and 
substantially the same ^-^^^^ ^^'^^ dimensions , of the 

roof are capped with an particular window 

pelmet are determined accordxng to the P 
and curtain or blind arrangement above wh 
will be installed. 

«.e.e ^.^^-^^^ ^^^ J^J^^^ ^^^^ Zr^Z 

design is encirely ^"^"^""^^^ °^^e.«ri=r surface., 
r „.aai„. ana/or fa«ic »f^;=rr.2lca«e prior .o 

second aesigu is sartiaXly P ^^^^ 

Z fabric, ana possibly wadaln. ^^^'^.^^^^^.^uy 

^i^r^y^ rrtie pelmet iS, cnerei-^x , 

a: curtain-maker. J-ne v j,,-^ 
.„ , Lxi:::rea .o .^ha ourtaln-^sxer for .his pr,c^e. 



all of which are usually constructed from custom board or 
chipboard- Both designs have wadding and/or fabric applied 
to at least their exterior surfaces. The wadding is most 
usually glued and the fabric stapled to the custom board or 
chipboard of the pelmet. 

The roof, fascia, and end panels must first be cut from 
sheets of custom board or chipboard by a woodworker using a 
bandsaw or similar cutting device. If the fascia is to be 
profiled the woodworker must cut the fascia as required, 
again using the band saw. 

The first of the known pelmet designs is entirely 
prefabricated using a combination of glue, nails, and 
staples. TO improve the rigidity of the pelmet a 
structural cornice can be fixed on an interior comer of 
the roof and fascia where they adjoin. An inherent problem 
with this pelmet design is that it is vulnerable to damage 
during transportation. 

The second of the known pelmet designs uses an adhesive 
tape to hingedly connect the fascia to each of the end 
panels. The pelmet can then be covered with wadding and/or 
fabric and transported in two sections, namely the roof, 
and the fascia with the two end panels hingedly coupled 
thereto: Advantageously this reduces the likelihood of 
damage to the pelmet during transportation. 

The intention of the present invention is to provide a 
modular pelmet which is relatively easy to assemble and 
install, and adaptabLe for a variety of applications. 

According to the present invention there is provided a 
modular pelmet for mounting above a window, the pelmet 
comprising : 

a plurality of releasably engageable modular 
panel elements, each panel element including engaging means 
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provided on at least one edge thereof, wherein the engaging 
means of each panel element is designed to releasably 
engage an edge of an adjacent panel element v/hen assembled 
in the configuration of a pelmet, wherein . one or more of 
5 said modular panel elements when assembled forms- a €ascia. 
panel and wherein the length of the fascia panel can be 
adjusted by adding one or more additional modular panel 
elements whereby, in use, a selected number of said 
plurality of panel elements can be assembled to form the 
10 modular pelmet of a length designed to substantially match 
the window. 

Preferably each of the panel elements is constructed of a 
foamed polymeric material, and wherein the engaging means 
comprises a tongue-and-groove arrangement, provided integral 
15 to each of the panel . elements , and .designed to releasably 
interlock with the tongue-and-groove arrangement of an 
adjacent panel, element. - ' 

Advantageously the modular pelmet further comprises^ a roof 
panel, and wherein said fascia panel is provided with 'a 
20 plurality of elongate channels adapted to receive the roof 
panel therein and wherein the height of the fascia panel 
relative to the roof panel can be varied by changing- the 
location of the roof panel from one to anoth.er . of the 
plurality of elongate channels. ^ ' 

25 In order to achieve a better understanding of the nature of 
the present invention a preferred emb9diment of the modular 
pelmet will now be described, by way of example only, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure - 1 is a rear peirspective view of a 
30 preferred embodiment of a partly assembled modular pelmet 
according to the present invention; 

: Figure 2 is an enlarged rear perspective view of 
a fascia panel of Figure 1 and; ^ • 
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Figure 3 is an enlarged rear perspective view of 
a fascia extension panel of Figure 1. 

As best shown in Figure 1 there is a modular pelmet 10 
comprising a right end section 12 releasably coupled to a 
left end section 14 via an extension section 16. 



The right end section 12 comprises a right end panel 18 
releasably interlocked perpendicular with an adjacent right 
fascia panel 20. A right roof panel 22 lies in a plane 
perpendicular to each of the fascia,. panel 20 and the end 
panel 18. The roof panel 22 has a first recess 24 on one 
side thereof which slidably receives a complementary first 
shelf 26 of the end panel 18. The roof panel 22 has a 
second recess 28 on an adjacent side thereof which slidably 
receives a complementary second shelf 30 of the fascia 
panel 20. . . 

The left end section 14 comprises a similar arrangement to 
the right' end section 12 with a left end panel 32 
releasably interlocked perpendicular with an adjacent left 
fascia panel . 34. A left roof panel 36 lies in a plane 
perpendicular to each' of the fascia panel 34 and Che end 
panel 32. The roof panel 36 is slidably received in the 
fascia 34 and end - panel 32 in a similar manner to that 
described in relation to the right, end section 12 in the 
preceding paragraph. 

In this exan^le, each of the end panels 18, 32 releasably 
interlock with each of the adjacent fascia panels 20, 34, 
respectively by a dovetail joint 38. . The dovetail joint 38 
comprises a first tongue' 40 formed integral with each of 
the end panels 18, 32, and a first groove 42 formed 
integral with each of the fascig. panels 20, 34. The tongue 
40 and groove 42 have a substantially complementary shape, 
formed in a side of each of the end' panels 18, 32 and a 
rear face of each of the adjacent fascia panels 20, 34, 
respectively. In this embodiment the tongue '40 or groove 
42 of either the end panel 18, 32 or. the fascia panel 20, 
34 comprises the engaging means. 

As best shown in Figure 2 the fascia panel 20 comprises the 
groove 42 and three parallel channels 44A, 44B, 44C all 
formed in a rear face of the fascia panel 201 Each of the 



channels 44 extends the length of the fascia panel 20 and 
is substantially rectangular in cross section being adapted 
to slidably receive , the roof panel 22. The groove 42, 
being substantially trapezoidal in cross section, is 
ada-pted to releasably interlock with the tongue 40 of the 
adjacent end panel 18. On an end of the fascia panel 20 
opposite the groove 42, there is a second groove 46 formed 
integral with the fascia panel 20. 

As shown in Figure 1, the extension section 16 comprises a 
fascia Wension 48 which slidably receives and lies 
perpendicular to a roof extension panel 50. The fascia 
extension 48 has formed in a side thereof a second tongue 
52 adapted to releasably interlock with the second groove 
46 of the adjacent fascia panel 20 . On an opposite side of 
the fascia extension 48 there is a third groove 54. The 
fascia extension 48 also has three parallel channels 56A, 
56B, 56C all formed in a rear face of the fascia extension 
48 (see Figure 3). Each of the channels 56A, 56B, 56C 
substantially aligns with each of the corresponding 
channels 44A, 44B, 44C of the adjacent fascia panel 20. 

The roof extension 50 has a third, recess 56 formed in a 
side thereof. A shelf 55A, 55B, 55C adjacent each of the 
channels 56A, 56B, 56C of the fascia extension 48 is 
slidably received in the .third recess 56. The roof 
extension 50 has formed in an adjacent . side a second tongue 
58 complementary to and releasably interlockable with a 
fourth groove 60 formed in a side of the right roof panel 
22 opposite the first recess 24. On an opposite side of 
the roof extension 50 there is formed a fifth groove 62 
releasably interlockable with a fourth tongue 64 of the 
left roof panel 36. ' 

The left roof panel 36 has recesses in two adjacent sides 
thereof similar to the right roof panel. 22. The left end 
panel 32 and fascia panel 34 each have three parallel 



channels similar to the, right end panel 18 and fascia panel 
20. The roof panel 36 is slidably received in the left 
facia panel 34 and- end panel 32 in a similar manner to the 
right end section 12. 



The left fascia panel 34 has a fifth tongue 66 in a side , 
opposite the groove 42. The tongue 66 releasably 
interlocks with the groove 54 of the adjacent fascia 
extension 48. 

The right and left end panels 18, 32, roof panels 22, 36, 
and roof extension 50 each have a longitudinal notcli 68 
(see for example roof extension 50) formed therein. The 
notch 68 is sufficiently deep so that each of the panels 
can, be broken by hand along the longitudinal notch 68. 
This is particularly an advantage with a Venetian blind, 
for example, where the fascia of the pelmet can be located 
closer to the wall than with other curtain arrangements. 

As can be seen in Figure 1 the right fascia panel 20 and 
roof panel 22, and left fascia panel 34 and roof panel 36 
are of different lengths. 'The dovetail joints between each 
of the fascia panels and roof panels, respectively, do not 
therefore coincide. Consequently the modular pelmet 10 
when assenODled has an improved rigidity. 

.• 

In. this embodiioent, the right and left end panels 18, 32 
right and left fascia panels 20. 34, and the fascia 
extension 48 together con^xise a plurality of releasably 
engageable modular panel elements. When said panels are 
interlocked, -and the right and left roof panels 22, 36 and 
the roof extension 50 interlocked and slidatoly received 
therein, the modular pelmet 10 is f ointtied. 



The right and left roof panels 22, 36 and the roof 
extension 50 can be slidably .received in one of three 



locations relative to the fascia and end -panels.. These 
locations are defined by each of the co-aligning channels 
formed in each of the fascia and end panels. The height of 
the modular pelmet 10 ' relative to the wall or curtain 
arrangement, for example, can therefore be varied depending 
on the location of the roof panels. 

The panels are most preferably constructed of a foamed 
polymeric material, in this example, foamed polystyrene. 
Advantageously the polystyrene of the panels can be cut 
using a hot wire. .The hot wire is driven by a three-axis 
cutting machine programmed to move in accordance with a 
three dimensional plot corresponding to the shape of each 
panel to be cut. ' 

The polystyrene has resilient properties ..wherein the 
dovetail joints described above are toleranced so that a 
rigid connection is formed when the tongue is slid within 
the complementary groove of an adjacent panel, or vice 
versa. The fascia panels 20. 48. 34 ..can also be profiled 
on - their- lower side, when the modular pelmet 10 is 
assembled, 'by •cutting" wi,th, for example, a. hacksaw blade. 
Other panels of the modular pelmet 10 can also be cut with" 
relative ease . to suit the particular installation and/or 
.in«)rove the aesthetic appearance of ..the pelmet 10. 

It is intended that the modular pelmet 10 will be sold in 
the form of a kit (not shown) . In this example, the kit 
will comprise six (6) basic panels including the right and 
left end panels 18. 32. the fascia panels 20, 34, and the 
roof panels 22, 36. Fascia extension 48 and roof extension 
50 panels of a standard length can then' be included 
depending on the desired oyerall length of the . modular 
pelmet 10 to be installed. The kit can further include 
wadding and fabric for decorating exterior surf aces. of the 
modular pelmet 10, once it has been assembled, depending on 
the requirements of a customer. Advantageously, pins may 



also be included in the kit for fastening the fabric to an 
interior surface of the modular pelmet 10 thereby securing 
the fabric and possibly the wadding in place. 

Advantageously the modular pelmet 10 when constructed from 
foamed polystyrene, for example, is relatively light in 
weight and can be secured to a wall or curtain brackets 
with relative ease. For example/* double-sided tape may be 
used to adhere a rear side of the modular pelmet 10 to the 
wall. Alternatively, the modular pelmet 10 may be secured 
to the curtain brackets using, when the pelmet 10 is 
. constructed of foamed polystyrene, pins. The pelmet 10 may 
in another installation be located above screws set in the 
wall at the required height of the pelmet 10. The roof 
panels 36, 50, 22 then rest on the screws and, with pelmets 
10 constructed of foamed polystyrene, can be pressed into 
the surface of the roof panel 36, 50, 52. 

Now that a preferred embodiment of the present invention 
has been described in some detail it will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that the modular pelmet has at 
least the following advantages over the prior art: 

1- the modular pelmet can be adapted to suit a 
variety of installations; 

2- the modular pelmet can be assembled and erected 
without requiring tools or specific trade skills; • 

3- the modular pelmet is relatively, inexpensive when 
compared to other prior art pelmets; ' 

^' the modular pelmet • can be asseitibled and 

disassembled with relative ease and, therefore, can be 
retained by the owner when, for example, moving houses; 
and, 

5. the modular pelmet can be shaped by. hand so as to 

improve^ its aesthetic appearance. 

Now that a preferred embodiment of the present invention 
has been described in some detail it. will be apparent to 
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persons skilled in Che relevant arts that numerous 
modifications and variations can be made to the modular 
pelnvet without departing from the basic inventive concept 
of the present invention. For example the dovetail joint 

5 described herein could be substituted for another engaging 
means not necessarily integral with^ F.^}-^^*^^ 
wherein adjacent panel el-ementg-'are releas'ably engaged. 
The panel elements may not be cut from foamed polystyrene 
but rather manufactured from another foamed polymeric 

10 material. The modular pelmet may be formed from any number 
of releasably engageable panels, usually comprising a 
fascia panel, two end panels and a roof panel. All such 
variations are to be considered within the scope of the 
present invention the nature of which is to be determined 

15 from the foregoing description. 
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THK CIAIMS PEFIMnir Q THE INVEMTION ARB AS FQI.I.dwg« 

1- A modular pelmet for mounting above a v/indow, the 

pelmet comprising: 

a plurality- of releasably engageable modular 
panel elements, each panel element including engaging means 
provided on at least one edge thereof, wherein the engaging 
means of each panel element is designed to releasably 
engage an edge of an~ adjacent panel element when assembled 
in the configuration of a pelmet, wherein one or more of 
said modular panel elements when assembled forms a fascia 

.panel and wherein the length of the fascia panel can be 
adjusted by adding one or more, additional modular panel 
elements whereby, in use, a selected number of said 

■ plurality of panel elements can be assembled to form the 
modular pelmet of a lengtli designed to substantially match 
the window. 

2. A modular pelmet according to. claim 1,. wherein 

each of the panel elements is constructed of a foamed 
polymeric material, * and wherein the engaging means 
comprises a tongue- and-groove arrangement provided integral 
to each of the panel elements, and designed to releasably. 
interlock with the tongue-and-groove arrangement of an 
adjacent panel element. 

'^^^ modular pelmet according to claim 1 or claim 
2, wherein the pelmet further comprises a roof panel, and 
wherein the fascia panel is provided with a plurality of 
elongate channels adapted to receive the .roof panel therein 
and wherein the height of the fascia panel relative to the 
roof panel can be varied by changing the location of the 
roof panel from one to another of the plurality of elongate 
channels. 

Dated this 28th- day of October, 1994. 

AGNES CASPAR 

By Her Patent Attorneys: 

GRIFFITH HACK & CQ . 

Fellows Institute of Patent Attorneys of Australia. 



ABSTRACT 



A modular peliaet 10 comprising . a right end section 12 
releasably coupled to a left end section 14 via an 
extension section 16. The right end section 12 compro-ses a 
right end panel 18 releasably interlocked perpendicular 
with an adjacent right fascia panel 20, A right roof panel 
22 lies in a plane perpendicular to each of the fa.^cxa 
panel 20 and the end panel 18. The roof panel 22 has a 
first recess 24 on one side thereof v,hich slidably receives 
a complementary first shelf 26 of the end panel 18 Th^ 
roof panel 22 also has a second recess 28, on an adjacent 
side thereof which slidably receives a complementary second 
shelf 30 of the fascia panel 20. The left end section 14 
coioprises a si^lar arrangement to the right end sectxon 12 
Lcribed above. Bach of the end panels 18, 32 -leasably 
interlock with each of the adjacent fascia panels 20., 34 
respectively by a dovetail joint 38.. The dovetaxl 30xat 
comprises a first tongue 40 formed integral with each of 
the end panels 18, 32 and a first groove 42 formed integral 
with each of the fascia panels 20, 34. The extension 
section 15 comprises a fascia extension 48 which slxdably 
receives and lies perpendicular to a roof extension panel 
50 Opposix^g sides of the fascia extension 48 and roof 
extension panel 50 are releasably interlocked witb each of 
the fascia panels 20, .34 and each of the roof panels 22, 
36. respectively, via a dovetail joint. The panels are 
most preferably constructed of a foamed polymeric material, 
for example, foamed polystyrene. 



ABSTRACT 



A modular pelmet 10 cotnprising a right end section 12 
releasably coupled to a left end section 14 vxa an 
extension section 16- The right end section 12 coraprxses a 
■right end panel 18 releasably interlocked perpendxcular 
with an adjacent right fascia panel 20 . A right roof panel 
22 lies in a plane perpendicular to each of the fascxa 
panel 20 and tlie end panel 18. , The roof panel 22 has a 
first recess 24 on one side thereof which slidably recexves 
a complementary first shelf 26 of the end panel 18.^ The 
roof panel 22 also has a second recess 28 on an adjacent 
side thereof which slidably receives a co^r^lementary second 
shelf 30 of the fascia panel 20. The left end sectxon 14 
comprises a similar arrangement to the right end sectxon 12 
described above. Each of the end panels 18, 32 -1--^^ ^ 
interlock with each of the adjacent fascxa panels 20, 34 
respectively by a dovetail joint 38. The dovetaxl ,oxnt 
con^rises a first tongue 40 formed integral wxth each of 
the end panels 18. 32 and a first groove 42 formed xntegral 
with each of the fascia panels • 20, 34. The -tensxcn 
section 16 coK^rises a fascia extension 48 whxch slxdably 
receives and lies perpendicular to a- roof extensxon panel 
50 opposing sides of the fascia extension 48 and roof 
extension panel 50 are releasably interlocked with each or 
the fascia panels 20,' 34 and each of ■ the roof panels 22. 
36, respectively, via a dovetail joint. The panels are 
. most preferably constructed of a foamed polymeric- materxal . 
for example,, foamed polystyrene. 
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